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Initial nepotictiong for a ney colleetive comtroct for the nonwliccnscd e
sonrel of the loeal metroloun corpandes® morine doparinenbs® borped dowm
camletely in corly June 1951 as o vosult of dlsogrecrent over the first
clouse of lobor’s proposol, the so-colled Winclvelon® clovge, which would

nale certoin lond-besed porsonmel of the novine deperitronbs olipible for
vhatever bonefits and concessions ore gronted fo tenler persomnel. The

el Isbor insnoctor Tinally mfomd tho coge to the labor 1dnistry in
Ceracas, Vonesuels, for o decisicmg and nogotietions wore discontlmed ponde
ing notifieation oi‘ the UHnietry's vicw of the maticor. The mtmjrm cormanies
were inforped on M1 June 19051 that the [lnistry had yuled in fover of the eom
nonies, decloring that land-basged : »z’r‘vm nergorael vere already ﬂ.*’xc'!vamd in the
categmzt/ covered by the povermvent!s decreoe of 9 &ppil 1351, roting then fo-
ollpible for inclusion in the curvert nepobiantions.

Offieiel discussions wore reouwmed on 13 June 1951, with snother nceting on the
follewring day. Indostriel relations officore of the voriong commenios mfﬂ
held an inforned meeting omong t*w*se'tvca on 16 June 1951 to rian thoir strotegy
for future neotings uvlth tho unicn, vhich will be resumed on 16 June 1931,

The moetings of 13 ard 14 June 1951 wore; o8 cxpecied, olmost o woste of dime,
The seccord elouge of the union mronosal dealt with defindtions of the wyious
terae nsed in the oiphty renaining clauscs. There wng congidorable blelering
over mony of the defindtionz, bubt o ssticfoctory epyeerent vog veochod by both
sides, at vhich tine the compondes rode It clsor thot they wenld 2ot cceept b
pm-ti‘t,b or triportite cormis sgdons for sotilenent of Qiopites or cloins

The next clouse; vhich colled for o goneral pay increase of five bolivares per
doy, wes temporarily rejoeted by the compondes on the grounds thot this ?Jf‘i”l'{}
should nobt ecne up for £innd diﬂmxssim until the otler elowses hed beon con
sidored., Inﬁua-hw strabtegy in this netter will nolte a reasonoblo countors
m:cuaaal at o later date., It has pencrelly boen regorded by CoTpony officinls
thet oprraginately two bollvores per doy would he an equiteblo increose. Yowe
ovor, the exeet momt involved in the countor-propescd, vhich W.Lgh't eventually
be ebove the two-bolivay figuve, will deopond en‘blm‘i.y on the oubcome of the
other pointe under dlscussion.

The fourth clause, vhich derended a forty-hour work weelt, wos flatly rejected

by the cooponics, ‘the £if£th and lash clouse to be discussed so for denlt with

hours and poy of o speclalist cutegory, the popnen. This wog also rojeciod
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by the cormanies., The £insl act of the meeting held on 14 June 1951 wus the
wmdion's refusal to aceept the rejectlons of e‘?au ses four and five.

Porfirio lervol, lecder of Pertido Revolueionsrio del Proleteriode (Comunista),
come to larscaibo from the eagbern part of Venezvela in iy 1951, honing to ,
repregsent the non-‘icenscd nergomnel in negobicting o new controct. Doring the
firgt weck of Junc 1951 he presented to the labor inspector his potition,
signed by 250 sesnen who agreed to have him revresent them, and agked for a
meeting with oil comany yenresentotives, A brief reeting vaf‘ held shortly
thereaftor, at vhich time the componles agked for a deloy of thros wesks before
initisting formel dliscussions,; as they had done wvhen the union petition was
submitted. The corpany remuest uns grented by the lobor inspector and agreed
upon by Mexrwval, %The next meeting with hin hos been scheduled for 25 June 1951,
at which time the cormonies horme to have him and his fection declered inelipgible
to nepotiote by the labor inspcctor, on the grounds thet he docs not represent
ob 1cu st seventy-five norcent of labor, o .;tipnlatmn of the lobor code,

gl_@_gmeut Lobor realizes that tanker nersonnel will be considerably re-

wced after Shell inavpvrates its new pipeline to the Poragrann peninsula, This
roalization could mroduce one of two effcetss  they will either be nore willing
Yo commrarlse in view of thelr obviously wealiened nogition; or it noy induce
then to noke o lagt-ditch; determined stand,

The newr union ig in on extr mely difficult nosition, Tts enrrent vrestige and
nerhong 1ts entire future hirses on the present negotintions., & succesafnl
settlement, avanwgomvs to la'beu would be qrite a feother in the union's cap.
On the ot}mr hend, if it vere to nevotiz"te ¢ controet uhdch later nroved to he
unmomlar with l'a.hor_,, it would congtitute o seriovs hondierp for the union.
lence, the negotinting union will nrobobly be forced to weipgh the issues with
unpgrel ceution in attermting to crrive ot an advantapeous bolonce,
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